Dear guests, Ladys and Gentlemen,

I want to welcome you on behalf of the senior council of the Rems-Murr County – even if it is already the last day of your visit.  I hope you had nice and informative days in our administrative district. 

It is up to me to tell you something about the senior council on the level of the town, the land and the federation and especially about the senior council of the Rems-Murr County. 

I will divide my speech into diverse categories:

Let me start with the organisation of the senior representation in Germany, from the bottom up. 

Today, we live in an ageing world. More and more old people have to face less young people. More and more people reach an old age. Of course, this development is a positive one, although the increasing longevity is a challenge for each individual person and for society, towns, industry, economy and science. 100 years ago, a 75 year-old person had to face 79 younger people. Today, these are only 12,4 people. It is calculated that in 2040, a person older than 75 years will have to face only 6,2 younger people. In 2050 these will only be 5,5. 

If we show this development quite plainly, the town councils are dependent on the commitment of older people. This means that in an ageing society, solidarity, public spirit and moral courage will become more and more important in a citizenship. Therefore, associations of seniors exist in many towns and boroughs.  

These senior councils on the urban level look after the needs of older people in their town council and work closely together with the senior councils of the county. 

Now, let us step onto the next level, the senior council of the county. 

The function of the senior council of the county is the representation of the interests of the older people in the council. It is the place for exchange of experiences and formation of opinion in a social, economical, cultural and socio-political area. With its public relations it calls the attention of national, communal and churchly institutions to the problems of older people and works on solutions. It informs, arranges consulting and coordinates activities for the older generation. The senior council of the county is a member of the senior council of the land. 

The senior council of the land of Baden-Württemberg is the fusion of the senior councils of the county, the senior councils of the town, the senior associations and the organisations of the land who work in the area of voluntary work for the elderly. 

The senior council of the land was founded in 1974 as an umbrella association. It works as a representation of interests of older people in Baden-Württemberg. It is autonomous, about party-lines and non-confessional. The senior council of the land is working in pre-parliamentary area. It represents the interests of more than 2,54 million people older than 60 years in Baden-Württemberg in the government, politics, associations and organisations. 

The interests represented by the senior council of the land are the following: participation, self-determination and security. It represents the interests in the area of politics and society.  

Currently, there are 71 members of the senior council of the land - 42 senior councils of the county and of the town and 29 associations. With their diversity, they reflect age and its diverse concerns.  

The challenge of the senior council of the land is to draw the attention of the public to the interests of older people. With the presentation of all facets of age, it works towards a one-sided picture of age

The next step to the top is the entire republic. 

The 16 senior councils of the land in Germany are combined in the federal association of the senior councils of the land.

The federal association of the senior councils of the land is a political special interest group of older people in the federation, in the lands and on a local level. Its opinion formation and decision-making is independent from religious denominations, governments and their institutions. 

The commitment of the citizens is essential for the positive formation of the demographic change. Many seniors are willing to apply their competence and experience for the benefit of the common welfare. They want to participate actively in the formation of society and politics. 

Senior representations work on a local level in pre-parliamentary area as a link between politics, administration and older people, as well as on the level of the land and the federation. On this background, they facilitate and assure the participation of older people. Therefore, they represent an important form of civic involvement. Because of its local proximity, the work of the federal association of the senior councils of the land is mainly orientated at the environment of older people. It aims at all generations and forms a society for all ages. 

The federal association of the senior councils of the land is the lobby of older people and represents their interests in politics, society and economy. Here, more than 100 member associations with approximately 13 million people are combined. 

Except for the federal association of the senior councils of the land, there is a further institution, the federal association of the senior organisations (incorporated society). It is a lobby of the older generations in Germany. It lobbies for the believing that every person can live a self-determined life at every age and that the necessary basic conditions will be created. It lobbies for the fact that even old people get the chance to participate actively in social life and that this will be reflected in the public general opinion about „the old people.“ The aims of the federal association of the senior organisations are the following: to ameliorate the view and the position of older people in society and family; to make a self-determined life at an older age possible, to encourage older people to take responsibility for themselves and for others, to promote the solidary cooperation and the dialogue between generations, to improve the maintaining of health, to balance disabilities, to improve the custodial care and to strengthen the interests of older consumers. Here, presently, (July 2009), 101 associations, organisations and initiatives work on the field of voluntary work for the elderly. With its members, the federal association of the senior organisations represents more than 12 million older people in Germany. 

The complex interests of the older generations can often only be mentioned by each member organisation of the federal association of the senior organisations in specific branches which they are concerned with. Thus, the federal association is a forum of diverse approaches of the work with older people. It makes the common concerns public and represents them among the political responsible person in order to improve the work and politics with and for older people on all levels in a consultatory way. 

The challenge for the federal association is to coordinate the interests and activities of all associations and to represent them in the context of senior politics on a national and international level. The expert commissions of the federal association of the senior organisations are overall composed so that each issue will be dealt with by the representatives of the organisations who have their key activities in this area. In this way, experiences and expertise are directed which would have never come together otherwise. With the help of these "concentrated activities“, a complex perception emerges, as every single association has another approach, another view, another function and another target audience. The results of the professional commissions are distributed to the members via press releases, position papers or circular letters. Triennial, the federal association of the senior organisations organises a German senior’s day, who took place in Leipzig this year.

Back to the county level:

The Rems-Murr County exists since 1973. Two years later, the senior council of Rems-Murr has been founded by the district administrator Horst Lässing. Though, the senior council of the county had more or less representative functions, as the district administrator made himself president leader. This committee has also not been represented in boards and in the county council. Furthermore, the members were not elected but appointed out of the social branch. This is why it is not remarkable that this organisation lapsed into a half-sleep after some years. It was not until the early 90s, as the presidency changed. But the committee did still not succeed in winning a broad basis for the voluntary work for the elderly. In 1993, the former senior council of the county made rules which were finalised in the general meeting the 12th May. Afterwards, the senior council of the county became a workshop of all organisations, institutions and associations in the Rems-Murr County. It is working in the branch of voluntary work for the elderly. It represents the interests of older people in the county and sees itself as an organ of opinion formation and exchange of experiences. 

However, from 1997 – 2000, the council of the county nearly disappeared. To be honest – there did not exist one. It was not until the social plan of the county emerged in 2000 when the Rems-Murr County accepted its responsibility. Among some seniors, resentments were heard. The administration was aware of this. Today, our district administrator Johannes Fuchs realized the symbols and agitated for the reactivation of the council of the county.

In July 2001, a workshop made new articles available. In the context of a general meeting, a new management was elected. Since then, the reputation and the appreciation of the council of the county ameliorated constantly. This is up to the fact that committed women and men attended to this concern and campaign for the rights of the older generation fearlessly. 

In recent years, in larger towns and larger boroughs, senior representations resulted from the urging and the support of the council of the county. The members constantly collaborate in director’s meetings of the council of the county.

The council of the county made important incentives: contribution to workshops of the administration, in the care plan of the county and in the welfare committee as well as at the creation of the charter senior 50 plus, preventive papers, consulting and assistance to citizens, support at the introduction of a seal of quality „senior-friendly service“, organisation of a fair and inauguration of a senior newspaper in the Rems-Murr County. In the meantime, it became a senior magazine called: „jUHU the young magazine for elderly culture in the Rems-Murr County“. By now, it has got a huge audience.

Dear audience,

we finally arrived at the present time. I can advise that the senior council of the county will not rest on its laurels. All my combatants in the management have to face important and difficult tasks. At the moment, we are involved in five projects. We will start three seminars for the introduction of a certificate for an elderly-friendly trade. The aim is that workshops will learn to adapt to the concerns of the older generation and to realise it technically.

Another project starting at the end of the year is a training of the advisory committee. As you certainly know, the German home law prescribes that an advisory committee has exist in each nursing home. These trainings are important so that people know in what they will get engaged. For this purpose, certain pre-conditions have to be available. We created these conditions, so that the trainings can be carried out. These trainings contain teachings of judicial aspects, from the inhabitants’ point of view as well as from the institutions’ point of view. The ensuring of the inhabitants’ rights should be strengthened and the procedures should be made understandable. 

More and more old people want to live as long as possible in their own home and want to spend their evening of life there – they do not want to move into a home. For this purpose, the flats often have to be changed, e.g. wheelchair accessible floors and doors or handicapped accessible baths have to be installed. Here is the need of living space advisors. This branch is still quite new. Therefore, the senior council of the county will offer trainings for living space advisors next year.

Two very important projects are the setup of the future care stations in the county, as we think that a central station does not make much sense, as well as the finishing of the new Rems-Murr clinical centre in Winnenden. To us it is important that this new clinical centre will contain an independent geriatrics with at least 40 beds. But also the palliative medicine has to play an important role in this new house.

As I already mentioned, the senior council has got a responsible but also great honorary office. This is why we warmly recommend you the following quotation of Albert Schweitzer: „Create an honorary office, an unimpressive, if possible secret honorary office! Open your eyes and see where people need a little bit of time, a little bit of attendance, a little bit of companionship, a little bit of care. Perhaps it is a lonely, embittered, sick unskilled person to whom you can mean something. Perhaps it is an old man, perhaps a child. Who can list all applications the man, the precious trading capital, can have! We need him everywhere. Then have a look if you can find a function for your being! Do not be scared, if you have to wait or try! Look also out for frustrations. But do not let an honorary office pass in which you can work as a man with a man. One is meant for you, if you only want to.“

I wish you that you will find in your surroundings ample of people who will support you in an honorary office. As without it, each social system will be doomed.

Thank you very much for your attention and I wish you a good journey back home. Perhaps we will meet again in our beautiful Rems-Murr County.

